
BRITAIN’S SPIDERS 
(2ND EDITION)
BY LAURENCE BEE, GEOFF OXFORD AND  
HELEN SMITH, WILD GUIDES PRINCETON, SB £25
Have you ever sat in a hide and 
noticed a web in the corner, where 
several flies have already been 
caught, then the monster that made 
the web suddenly appears and you 
have not got a clue as to what 
species of spider it actually is? Well, 
don’t worry, now you can find that 
species from this new fully-revised 
book with colour photos, a key to 
where to look in the book and 
distribution maps, too. This ‘Wild 
Guide’ series by Princeton just 
gets better and better, and now 
you need a new bookcase!

We take a look at the latest releases...
WORDS MATT MERRITT & JOHN MILES

TRIED & TESTED GEAR

BIRDS OF THE 
OVERSEAS TERRITORIES
EDITED BY ROGER 
RIDDINGTON, POYSER, 
HB/SB £60/£35
This book is a collection of 
articles formerly printed in the 
magazine British Birds, with a few 
newly commissioned articles to fill 
the gaps. It is about the territories 
that form the last vestiges of the 
British Empire, but wow, are there 
some amazing birds to be seen 
and read about!

Many sites are islands, from the Falklands to tiny coral-fringed ones 
like Henderson Island. So, you can go from the Pacific to the Indian 
Ocean and down into Antarctic waters in a few chapters. I found it a 
great read, even if I had only travelled to two of the sites in the book. 
One was in the Caribbean and one in the Mediterranean. If I mention 
apes, you know which one that was!  

FRAMING NATURE:  
CONSERVATION AND CULTURE
LAURENCE ROSE, GRITSTONE PUBLISHING, 
SB £11.95
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The success or failure of all conservation efforts depends on 
the connections that we form with the species or aspects of 
nature under consideration.

That’s the basic thrust of this excellent, highly readable book, the 
first two-thirds of which comprises essays on some individual species 
that are facing or have faced existential threat – including White-tailed 
Eagle, Corn Crake, Willow Tit and Nightingale.

In each case, Rose looks at the historical context of their relationship 
with man, and uses archaeology, poetry and other literature to demonstrate 
how this has changed, generally much for the worse.

Sometimes, even though you think you know the story, you’re 
taken completely by surprise. Some well-chosen extracts from the novels 
of DH Lawrence, for example, show just how ubiquitous the Corn Crake 
was, as little as a century ago. 

Rose also has a knack of observing a whole landscape – while his focus 
may be on an individual species, his keen gaze also takes in all sorts of other 
details, making this a fascinating read for anyone with an interest in any 
aspect of the natural world.

The final part of the book calls for a complete cultural shift in our 
attitude to nature and conservation, but although Rose is never less 
than unflinchingly realistic and honest, he does leave room for some 
hard-won optimism about the world we could create.

Essential reading for birdwatchers and conservationists alike.
l Look out for an interview with Laurence Rose in December’s  
edition of Bird Watching.


